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COMSIXTHFLT GAETA IT 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MOPS, PO 

SUBJ: PORTUGUESE CHIEFS OF STAFF SUPPORT "LOCKED GATE" 

REE: (A) LISBON 553; (B) LISBON 626 (NOTAL) 

1. GENERAL STAFE OE PORTUGUESE ARMED FORCES ISSUED STRONG PRESS 
COMMUNIQUE AETERNOON FEBRUARY 3 CLARIFYING FOR BENEFIT OF PUBLIC 
OPINION FACT AHT"LOCKED GATE" NATO EXERCISE IN NO WAY LINKED 

TO PRESENT INTERNAL SITUATION IN PORTUGAL. 
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2. COMMUNIQUE REITERATED THAT THIS EXERCISE PLANNED TWO YEARS 
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AGO AND IS NORMAL NATO ACTIVITY WHICH AGREED TO BY PORTUGUESE 
MILITARY AUTHORITIES. PORTUGUESE EORCES ALSO PARTICIPATING 
ALONG WITH OTHER NATIONS IN WHAT ESSENTIALLY AN ANTI-SUBMARINE 
EXERCISE. 

3. AMERICAN CARRIER SARATOGA, WHICH PARTICIPATING IN MANEUVERS, 
SIMULTANEOUSLY ASKED EOR AND GIVEN PERMISSION TO USE TARGET 
RANGE IN ALOCHETE EOR TRAINING, NOTES MILITARY STATEMENT. 

4. IN CONCLUSION, COMMUNIQUE ASSERTS THAT NO CONNECTION 
BETWEEN THIS EXERCISE AND NATIONAL POLITICAL SITUATION. ANY 
INTERPRETATION TO CONTRARY LABELED "COMPLETELY UNFOUNDED." 
CHIEF OF STAFF "VEHEMENTLY DISAPPROVES" OF SPECULATION MADE 
SO EAR ABOUT "LOCKED GATE" WHICH HAS SERVED ONLY TO "AGITATE" 
PUBLIC OPINION. PORTUGUESE ASKED TO COMBAT RUMORS REGARDING 
PURPOSE OF "LOCKED GATE" SPREAD BY THOSE WITH "ULTERIOR 
MOTIVES." 

5. ATTEMPT BY INSIGNIEICANT FAR-LEET GROUP TO HOLD STREET 
DEMONSTRATION AGAINST "LOCKED GATE" YESTERDAY (EEB 3) AETERNOON 
RAILED TO GET OEE GROUND, FIZZLING OUT AT START. MAOIST MRPP 
GROUP TO HOLD INDOOR RALLY TOMORROW (FEB 5) IN LISBON SPORTS 
PAVILION AGAINST "SOVIET AND AMERICAN IMPERIALISM" AT WHICH 
"LOCKED GATE" LIKELY TO BE BROACHED. 

CARLUCCI 
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